Sandside Lodge School Person Specification: Teaching Assistant  
	 
	Essential 
	Desirable 

	Education, Qualifications 
and Training 
  
 
	· Appropriate qualifications in English and Maths e.g. GCSE English & Maths, NVQ  
· Enhanced DBS check will be conducted and is needed prior to taking up post  
· Good standard of written and spoken English including the ability to speak grammatically and write legibly and clearly e.g. when making brief notes on children's work or updating children's records. 
	· Current First Aid qualification 
· Childcare Training 
· A willingness to undertake further training 
· Current Team teach Training 

	Experience and 
Knowledge 
  
	· Previous experience of working with children with SEND
• 	An understanding of young children's developmental needs.  
· Have a knowledge of different management strategies 
· Ability to work professionally within a professional environment  
· An understanding of the requirements of safeguarding and how to keep children safe.  
· Experience of working with children 
	• 	Experience of working with children with complex special 
needs 
 

	Knowledge & 
Understanding 
	•     Understand child development and social interaction 
•    The values of constructive play opportunities. 
	 

	Skills 
	· Able to work as part of a group and individually; inspire trust and confidence in children;  
· Able to liaise with parents in a professional manner; observe the boundaries of the role, and respect confidential information. 
· Remain calm in all situations 
· Able to show initiative and develop ideas for the benefit of the children.  
· Able to work sensitively with children to enable all of them to achieve to their potential. 
· Able to listen to children and use phonic skills.  
	• 	Has a sound knowledge of early reading skills 

	Communication 
	· Effective skills of communication with children, colleagues, families and the wider community.  
· A willingness to collate and record assessment information as part of the wider team with appropriate support  
		• 	Able to use ICT effectively 

	Personal characteristics 
	· Ability to manage the many and varied responsibilities associated with the role of teaching assistant.  
· Willingness to undertake personal care duties if needed with appropriate support and training
· Ability to manage tasks without direct supervision.  
· A committed team player who will participate in all the activities needed during the day with a flexible and positive attitude.  
· An understanding of the essential need for tact, diplomacy, confidentiality and discretion at all levels within the school.  
· A commitment to equality of opportunity.  
· Kind, sensitive to the needs of young children and their families.  
· A positive attitude and a sense of humour.  
	• 	Take an active part in the whole school. 


 
