215" June 2023

Dear Lead Inclusion Schools,

The 215t June marks National Thank a Teacher Day 2023. We want to take this opportunity
to recognise all of the amazing work you do as a Lead Inclusion School, and thank you for
your support this year.

Your commitment to improving the quality of inclusive PE and school sport provision for
young people with SEND is making a real difference to the lives of young people. By
training, guiding and equipping colleagues across your network, you are helping to build a
better system for children to access inclusive sport opportunities. The time you dedicate
to this work does not go unnoticed, so on behalf of myself and the Inclusion Team at the
Youth Sport Trust, we would like to say a big thank you for your involvement in the
network this year.

In 2022 the Youth Sport Trust launched a new strategy, consisting of three main
objectives:

1. Urgent action - Build back healthier, happier and more resilient young people
and level the playing field for those most disadvantaged

2. Generational shift - To balance the demands of the digital age through the
human connection of physical play and sport

3. Societal change - Transform society's perceptions and attitudes towards the
importance of physical literacy, play and sport in the education and development
of young people

Through your work as a Lead Inclusion school, you are making a significant impact in
helping us achieve this mission. This academic year alone over 22,500 members of the
school workforce have been informed about inclusive PE and school sports. Over 7,000
young people have participated in Inclusive Sport Festivals, and over 300 young people
with SEND have been trained as leaders to support the delivery of the festivals locally.

These numbers aren’t just statistics. They represent individuals who have experienced the
positive impacts physical activity and sport can have, including increased confidence,
better mental wellbeing, and improved physical literacy. Through your work we are
creating more opportunities for young people with SEND to access these benefits and
establishing leadership pathways which will last for generations to come.

We understand teachers and schools are under increasing pressure, and this makes your
effort and achievements all the more impressive. Thank you once again for all that you are
doing, and we look forward to hearing more stories about the fantastic work happening in
those schools and education partners you are working with.

Yours faithfully,

Ali Oliver MBE
Chief Executive
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