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Sandside Lodge School 

Newsletter Christmas 2021 

Move! Move! Move! 

MOVE Circuits started this term and have been a huge success. Staff and pupils have 

been working brilliantly with the support of our wonderful physiotherapy team. All pupils 

have had great fun in the sessions and have made fantastic progress and achievement 

already! Well done to all our marvellous MOVERS! Thanks to all the staff and 

Physiotherapists for your hard work and support. 
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Term Starts Wednesday 5th January 2022 

Term Ends Friday 1st April 2022 (really!) 

Half Term  Monday 14th February to Friday 18th February 

Term Dates for the Spring Term 2022 
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Sing and Sign Choir 
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Conishead 
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Ford Park Getting Busy 





Hoad Working Hard Hoad Find the Time 

 



Sports Council Members 

We are so pleased and excited to 

announce the launch of the new 

Sports Council in November. They 

will be helping to support the 

amazing PE and Sports provision 

at Sandside Lodge. There will be 

another opportunity to join the 

Sports Council in the new year, so 

watch out for the next round, to 

join this wonderful group. 

 

New to come in 2022 – Sports 

Leadership and Coaching 

opportunities. 



Sea Wood 



Boccia on a Tuesday after school 3-4 pm in the Hall will continue to run in the new year. 

We have been invited to take part in a virtual presentation and workshop with the 

inspirational David Smith MBE, Boccia Gold Medal winner, who 

was visiting Cumbria this month. 

New to come in 2022 – Sports Leadership and Coaching 

opportunities. 

Boccia Club  
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Grizedale 



Helen is the New Deputy Head 

Joining us next term is Helen Grice. She is our new 

Deputy Head and replaces Rachel, who left in the 

summer term. She says:  

“Thank you very much for allowing me to meet some of 
the students and see the wonderful things going on at 
Sandside.  I'm really looking forward to starting properly 
at the school in January.  

“To give you a little bit of information as to who I am - I 
have many years experience of special needs and 
education in a variety of settings, from working in a 
residential home for children with learning disabilities, 
running a Children's Centre in Africa and managing 
Teacher Training in a college.  I also have a background in 

media production.   

“I realise every school is different and I'm really keen to get to know what makes 
Sandside the school it is, and who the people are in it.  I hope you all are able to stay safe 
and well in the run up to the holidays and I wish you and your families a very happy 
Christmas and new year.  See you in 2022!” 



Dear Parents and Carers,  

I would like to introduce myself and tell you a little 
about what I have been doing to support Sandside 
Lodge over the autumn term. My name is Peter and 
until recently I was Headteacher of a large primary 
school in Kendal, a National Leader of Education and I 
regularly support Headteachers across the county. At 
the start of this term the Local Authority asked if I 
would come into school for a day or two each week to 
support Donna and the staff in light of the Deputy 
Head having moved on and the new Deputy not 
starting until the spring. It has been my absolute 
pleasure to see the amazing work all of the staff here 
do for the students - day in, day out; especially with 
the challenges which Covid adds to an already difficult 

job.  

Over the weeks I have met with each subject leader to review and support their future 
plans to enhance the curriculum and have been working through a programme to 
support, strengthen and develop the skills and experiences of the Senior Leadership 
Team.  

As you know, sadly Donna will be moving on to a 
new role in April and so I have agreed to continue 
supporting through the spring term. Helen Grice, 
the new Deputy Head will join us after Christmas 
and Donna, Helen and myself will be able to work 
together through the term to ensure Sandside 
Lodge is in the very best position to continue to 
flourish after Easter. 

I would like to thank everyone, especially the 
students for making me feel so welcome – I’ve never 
seen a school where every student smiles so much!  

I wish you a safe and restful Christmas. 

Peter Hicks 

Hello from Peter Hicks 



Dear Parents and Carers, 

I wanted to start by thanking you all for the support 
you have shown the school community when we have 
unfortunately had to close classes due to Covid-19. 
You all understood the reasons why and didn’t 
complain even though we know it inconvenienced 
you with work and other commitments. You are all 
amazing! 

It’s been a tough term with Covid cases, isolation 
periods and now the new variant to contend with but 
we are pleased to say that in school we were 
‘business as usual’ as far as possible. We are happy to 
have our school clubs back (Sign and Sign, Boccia and 

Trampolining) and have seen the rise of the fantastic Sing and Sign Choir who never fail to 
inspire me with their commitment and enthusiasm. I am sure you have seen some of 
their performances on facebook or the school website. If not, take a moment to watch 
and be uplifted. 

As you will know there have been some changes this term. We started it without a 
Deputy Headteacher but will be joined by Helen Grice in January. It seems so long ago 
that she was appointed back in June. I have been lucky to have had the wonderful 
support of the school Senior Leaders (Karen Britnell, Rebecca Noble, Sharon Salt and Lois 
Boyd) and Peter Hicks who is a National Leader in Education. Peter has been working with 
us a couple of days a week this term. He will continue to work with the school 
throughout the rest of the academic year and has also contributed to this newsletter to 
say ‘Hello!’. 

This term we were sad to be saying ‘goodbye’ to some staff members who have all been 
key to the school and will be sadly missed. Wishing Peter Rustdeye Cooke, Carol Stringer, 
Christine Clements, Cathy Sullivan and Jack Blezard the very best in their new 
endeavours. 

We are also proud to introduce some new staff members that have joined us this term. 
They are as follows: 1 new teacher – Kelly Archer, 6 new Teaching Assistants - Caitlin 
Walker, Lisa Sanders, Eve Storey, Kelsey Hinchley, Sarah Wilson, Christina Smith and 
Jessica Hamill and 3 apprentices - Lana Fong, Celyse O’Hagan and Mia Sutter. They have 
settled in well and enjoying their new roles. In addition, from January we will also be 
joined by Ania Krepa as another part time teacher. It is a very exciting time for our school 
and we are lucky to attract such skilful applicants. 

Head Teacher’s Thoughts 
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This term I once more had the pleasure of reading and commenting on all the end of 
term reports. I can honestly say it’s the one bit of paperwork I do with a huge smile on 
my face. Seeing the progress the students make is absolutely fantastic and makes me 
realise how lucky the students are to have such positive and dedicated staff supporting 
them every day. Every child has worked so hard this term and I am sure they are more 
than ready for the Christmas break. 

I wish you all a safe, 
peaceful and fun filled 
festive season. Enjoy 
making precious 
memories with those 
you love. 

See you all in 2022! 

Donna  

Head Teacher’s Thoughts, from previous page 
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