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Welcome to Donna and Elaine

Sandside Lodge School

Newsletter Spring 2017

Donna Stretton, our new Headteacher will be
starting on the first day of next term. She will

Farewell to Susan

be working alongside Elaine Kent during the
summer term.
We are all looking forward to working with

On 1st September 2011 Susan Gill started as Headteacher at

Donna and Elaine.

Sandside Lodge School. Her last school day as Headteacher

Good Luck!

years and two terms.

will be Friday 7th April 2017. She will have lead the school for 5

Over this time Susan has lead the school with perseverance,
dedication and commitment.
We will be very sorry to see her go and wish her all the best for
the future.

New Building Funding Crisis
We have very little money to furnish our new school. The Council have agreed to build a new school for
us but so far there is almost nothing to equip it. We can move things from the old school, but the new
school is bigger and has more classrooms. We are trying to raise money to help.

Susan’s Comments Spring
Term 2017
As this is my last editorial article for the school newsletter I
decided to focus on celebrating our school – there is lots of
news contained within this newsletter about what we have
been doing this term and support from our local community.

A Very Different School
I have taken time to reflect on the differences and changes we have made since my arrival on September
1st 2011 – our school is a very different school, but throughout we have maintained the essence of what
makes Sandside Lodge a very special place. Our school is an outstanding school – a vibrant community
where our pupils are at the heart of all we do, where their views matter, and where we expect them to be
the best and do the best they can. They make expected progress which is at
least good and often make better than expected progress; they mature and
grow into responsible young people who are valued by all who know them
and the wider the community; they are happy to come to school and enjoy
life here; and each has an individuality which makes them unique.

Sandside Lodge School
Sandside Road | Ulverston | Cumbria | LA12 9EF | Tel: 01229
588825 | admin@sandsidelodge.cumbria.sch.uk
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Headteacher’s Comments (continued from front page)
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Conishead

Leadership
We have many aspects of school life to be proud of – our ethos, the support we offer each child matched
to their needs and abilities, our thematic curriculum, the learning and social opportunities we offer all our
pupils, our resources (and soon to be our vastly improved facilities when we move to our new building),
our profile in the local community, and “dare I say it” our school leadership at all levels including that of
our pupils, but most of all we are extremely proud of our pupils.

The Best Residential
I cannot finish this article
without mentioning two
highlights which I am
delighted have come at
the end of my career –
firstly, the hugely
successful school ski trip in
mid-March to Italy. Our
pupils were a beacon of
everything that is good
about young people. They
worked hard, tried their
best, sampled life in another country even when this was challenging to their preferences and likes, were

Abbots Wood

model citizens, complimented on their politeness, had huge smiles on their faces all week and were a
pleasure to be with throughout the week. Thank you to the 23 young people and the 10 staff and
volunteers who made this probably the best residential visit I have ever been involved with.

Rights Respecting School
Secondly, our Rights Respecting School Award Level 2 assessment day on March 31st – an
overwhelmingly positive day, with loads of examples of
how well our school respects the rights of all children and
young people, how we teach our pupils to respect the
rights of others and how to ensure their own rights are
not compromised, and with very positive feedback – so

Sandside Lodge
School

much so that I am confident that subject to national
committee scrutiny we will confirmed as the first holders
of the Level 2 in Cumbria during next term and one of only
a handful of special schools across England. Thank you to
the staff, parent and governor who supported this
assessment day by attending discussions with the
assessor – what came through very clearly is the value we
place on each pupil. A huge thank you to our pupils who
led the morning activities – we all very proud of you.

I swam on Monday and Wednesday
By Jack

Sandside Road | Ulverston | Cumbria |
LA12 9EF | Tel: 01229 588825 | admin@sandsidelodge.cumbria.sch.uk
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Abbots Wood

Headteacher’s Comments (continued from front page)
Farewell
Finally, a fond farewell and a massive thank you to all who have supported my leadership of Sandside
Lodge School – I could not have done my job without you. I know you will welcome Mrs Stretton to her
leadership of the school and continue to provide the support to our school you have done, and to Mrs
Kent who will be supporting Mrs Stretton next term.
Thank you,

Susan M. Gill

Important Dates for the SummerTerm 2017

I took buddy Bear to my house. I played

Our theme trip. We went on a bus to

snooker with buddy Bear.

Play Max for our school trip. The slide

By Oliver

was the best. By Holly

Term Starts:

Monday 24th April

Term Ends:

Thursday 20th July

Bank Holiday:

Monday 1st May

Half term Holiday: Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June
Termly Theme:

Health and Survivial

Enrichment Day:

Wednesday 24th May

Charity Day:

Monday 19th June

Parents Evening and Film Night:
Activity Days

Wednesday 5th July 2017, 6.30 for 7.00 p.m. start

Thursday 13th July;
Friday 14th July
Monday 17th July
Tuesday 18th July 2016

Sandfest:

Friday 14th July 2016

I like playing Table Tennis. I play at

I am painting snails. They are orange

Keep up to date with the school on our website:

Thursday lunch time.

and purple.

By Joe

By Isabelle

www.sandside.org.uk
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Bendrigg Lodge

Grizedale 1 at the Lakeland Motor Museum

By Chloe Begley

By Emma Ludlow

On Wednesday 18th January 2017 some of the sixth formers went to Bendrigg Lodge we stayed there for

For our theme visit this term, Grizedale 1 went to Lake-

2 nights and 3 days .I shared a room with Saskia, Phoebe, Katrina, Dan and Georgia. It was big and we
had an en-suite. Some of the activities we did were snake slide, zip wire, night hike, caving indoors.
The caving was a bit hard, we had torches on so we could see where we were going.
On the zip wire I went down backwards and blindfolded. It was fun.
The snake slide was really fun that was my favourite
Next time I would like to do rock climbing.

land Motor Museum, and we had a fantastic time.
The students really enjoyed looking at old and newer
cars, and they found the displays of old clothes shops,
toy shops and grocery stores interesting. One student
particularly liked the Smurf display in the boot of a car,
and another loved the old racing games. One young
man really wanted to take home a sports car, but he’s
not old enough to drive at the moment.
We finished the trip by eating snack at the café and
looking at the Blue Bird exhibition before heading back
to school. The following week, the students had to write
a review of the museum that could go in a newspaper to
tell other people about what they could do there. We
had some really good examples of work from this.
Well done Grizedale 1!

Easter Puzzle
There are two Easter eggs here.
How many more easter eggs like
these can you find in this newsletter?
Give the correct number and your
name on a piece of paper to Ade
to win a prize.

Can you guess what the prize is?
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Grizedale 2 – Forest Schools

Bendrigg Trust Visit
On Wednesday 18th January, Sixth Form got ready for Bendrigg Trust. Everyone gathered in their form

This term we have had lots of adventures outside and
have taken advantage of the improving weather. We
have explored Priory Woods and other local areas; collecting items to use back in school for our work. We particularly enjoyed a visit to Anna’s farm! Pupils have enjoyed
seeing the changes brought on by spring and are looking
forward to being outside during the summer term!

groups to have a discussion about the things we were going to do there.
Eventually when everyone was packed away and got
into the bus, we set off to Bendrigg. As we were travelling to Bendrigg, our enthusiasm and curiosity grew until we arrived and gathered in the lounge. Rex was one
of the instructors who went through what we were doing throughout our stay at Bendrigg.
After that was sorted everyone went for dinner and put
their bags into their rooms with peers that they were
sharing with. I shared with Chloe, Katrina, Saskia, Georgia and Phoebe.
Everyone gathered back into the lounge and got split off into three groups and I was in group 1. My
group and I did orienteering and caving on Wednesday before tea. I enjoyed the caving because it was
challenging and we wore a torch to see. Then it was time to rest and have tea. Then at night we either
watched a film, went to some fancy hut with a fire in it or went for a walk that lead to the camp fire.
On Thursday morning as we woke up and got ready to do
our activities, our group went canoeing in the morning. It

Science

was cold but we canoed to some bridge we went under and
it got dark towards the other end. We turned around at a
certain point because we couldn’t go any further and turned
back to go into our canoes and went back to get dinner.
After dinner my group and I did rock climbing and abseiling
indoors. I got over the fear of abseiling because I was frightened I was going to fall off but I was in safe, trust-worthy
hands. It was great fun and I got to the top of the climbing
wall each turn I had, especially the tall wall with the bell on.
At night before tea we wrote about our day and relaxed in
the lounge. At tea, everyone spoke about their day and said what they did. After every meal time, each
group took it in turns to tidy up and prepare the tables ready for the next day.
The last day came around and we were busy packing our stuff and stripping off the beds ready for the
next people to stay. We went for our breakfast and went for our presentation. We got a certificate and
we said what our favourite thing was.
When the presentation was finished, we went for our lunch and off we went soon afterwards. I enjoyed
being at Bendrigg because it was different to where we had previously stayed at. It was great fun and
everyone had loads of fun. Until next time,thank you Bendrigg!
Written and enjoyed by Danielle Murphy.
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Ski Trip 2017
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Diary Pages on the Website
During this tem we have been publishing photos on our website of the things that have been happening in school. Each class has been able to add something every week. To see these you can go to
www.sandside.org.uk
There is a selection of the photos on this page as well.

Sandside Lodge School
Sandside Road | Ulverston | Cumbria | LA12 9EF | Tel: 01229 588825 | admin@sandsidelodge.cumbria.sch.uk
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School Fund Donations

Ski Trip 2017
By Danielle Murphy
On Saturday 18th March 2017, 23 pupils and 11 staff all went on a skiing holiday to Aosta Valley, Italy.
The journey took a long 24 hours which felt like forever.
After a long 24hours on a coach, we arrived
at our hotel called Hotel Valdotain. Everyone managed to unpack and get themselves sorted ready for Monday. I was sharing a room with Rachel.

Donations to our school fund this term have included the following:

Eventually Monday came around pretty
quickly and off we went skiing for the rest

£1650.00 from Happy Days

£150 Furness Rotary (Tour De Furness)

£100 from Mrs Cartmel

£150 Allison Fagan, Brit Inn

until the fog started and nobody could see

£400 from Tagrach Ltd

£150 Furness Building Society

barely anything!! By Wednesday I was risk

£1000 from George Wood

£210 Mrs Cain, Furness Building Society

Furness/Shaw family

£500 North Lonsdale Show

£70 Ship Inn, Greenodd

£15.61 The Giving Machine

£1000 Rosefox Paper

£20 Devonshire Arms, Ulverston

did quite a few things. We did: 1. Pizza

£285 Hope & Anchor, Ulverston

£1000 Furness Building Society

night, 2.Swimming, 3. Shopping, 4.Movie

£500 Ulverston Curry Club

of the week. Skiing was pretty enjoyable

assessing the slope I was on. I kept falling
over and not looking where I was going, the
slushy snow didn’t help either.
When it got to the night time activities, we

night and 5. Presentation night. My best bit
was eating lots!

Thank you to everyone who sent goods in for our Skyecycle collection. £304.95 was raised. Thanks
also to everyone who donated goods to our Recycling for Good Causes appeal. We expect to receive a
cheque from them in the next couple of months.

By Friday we packed our stuff ready for go-

Our ski-group sent home Smartie tubes, for our skiers to fill with their loose change. Amazingly these
raised £142, which is great for 8 tubes and went towards funding their trip.

coach to go home. I dreaded the UK border

Sometimes our supporters ask us to donate to certain appeals, like buying the school a new mini-bus.
We are always happy to do this and thank you all for your continued support.
£98.19 was raised on Red Nose Day, which will be split between Red Nose and the school fund.

ing home on the Saturday. By 17:00 on Saturday 25th, we boarded back onto the
control in France as we are the strictest for
checking identity.
We finally arrived home on Sunday 26th
March, to our beloved mothers and family.
It was Mother’s Day when we got back

Curriculum Donations
We rely quite heavily on our families contributing to our curriculum fund. Some do so by sending in £1
a week, others by paying for a term at a time. This money helps us to fund things like a drink on a trip
out, some exotic fruit for a lesson, some seeds for our allotment or some paint, to spruce up the garden shed! Every little helps, so thank you for sending the money in. Next term (Summer) is a 13 week
term and any donation will be gratefully received.

home. I had a great time skiing but I couldn’t wait to go home and see my family!

You can see many more pictures of the Ski Trip on our website:

www.sandside.org.uk
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100 Club Winners this Term

6th Form Goes Wild at Bendrigg Lodge

All the lucky winners from this term are listed below. Thanks to them and the others who contribute to

By Lee Wharton

the club.
06.01.2017

13.01.2017

20.01.2017

27.01.2017

03.02.2017

10.02.2017

17.02.2017

03.03.2017

10.03.2017

17.03.2017

24.03.2017

31.03.2017

07.04.2017 Double Draw!

On Wednesday 6th form went to Bendrigg
Lodge for a few days. For the trip when we

84

c/o Lennon Campbell

67

c/o Charlie Rigg

got there, we then settled in groups to share

92

Catherine Albery

with. We shared rooms I shared a room with

18

c/o Hope Tagimuri

Henry, Liam J, Jon and James T. After we un-

31

c/o Lennon Campbell

87

J Scott, c/o Robert

1

Ann/Louise

102

Carolyn Crowe (c/o Charlie)

86

Marion Rigg, c/o Yvonne

56

P Nuttall, c/o Jess Spibey

18

c/o Hope Tagimuri

87

J Scott, c/o Robert

53

Mrs Woodward

80

Sheila Mitton

42

Louise Storey

22

Mrs Gaskin

1

Ann/Louise

18

Mrs Tagimuri

5

Mrs Coombs

10

Charlotte Ronald

14

John Devitt, c/o Michael Livesey

10

Charlotte Ronald

121

Karen Brackwell

21

James Hurley

67

Charlie Rigg

52

Mrs Woodward

87

J Scott, c/o Robert

111

Heather Wilkins, c/o Phoebe Arnold

118

M King

92

Catherine Albery

10

Charlotte Ronald

86

M Rigg, c/o Yvonne

96

Pam Dymond

15

c/o Oliver Shaw

8

Thelma Thomson, c/o Lois

97

Rachel Tagimuri

80

Sheila Mitton

12

Yvonne Houghton

42

Louise Storey

packed we sorted in to groups to do activities.
The activities I did and enjoyed were zip
wire, indoor swing, kayak and indoor cave.
Next time I would like to do archery.

100 Club Winners
Susan made the draw this
week and she is pictured
here with the lucky winners
of the Easter double draw.
Yvonne Houghton, Shelia
Mitton and Louise Storey.

