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Term Dates for the Spring Term 2020 

Donations to our school fund this term have included the following: 

 Ulverston Rotary £5000 
 Canoe club £30 
 Mr and Mrs Bayliss £100 
 Mr and Mrs Fitzsimmons £90 
 Ashley Francis £100 
 Bailey Thomas (TMF Group) £5000.00 
 Wickenden Family £700.00 (re the whist drives) 
 Haughian Family £850.00 
 Britannia Inn £25.00 + £108.38 
 Mr and Mrs Wakeman (re the Gaskin family) £150.00 
 Unite Union £2000.00 
 School ‘honesty boxes’ £108.00 
 Sun Inn, Ulverston £115.00 
 Furness Shoreline Quilters £65.00 
 Devonshire Pub, Ulverston £1640.86 
 Newton Pub £100 
 Donation in memory of Dorothy Denney £270.90 
 Swarthmoor Line Dance Group £100.00 
 North Lonsdale Agricultural Society £500.00 
 Donation in appreciation of our ‘Sing and Sign Choir’ £20.00 
 Lakes Road Club, ‘The Fred Whitton’ £2000.00 (The Fred Whitton Challenge was set up 

after the death of Fred Whitton, a local cyclist who sadly died from cancer. Every year this 
gruelling challenge takes place in Cumbria and is an internationally recognised event. 
This year was our turn to benefit from the challenge, which is marvellous.) 

Term Starts:             Tuesday 7th January 

Term Ends:               Friday 27th March 

Half Term Holiday:   Monday 17th February - Friday 21st February 

School Fund Donations - Autumn Term 2019 
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This Christmas’s 100 club double 
draw numbers were picked out of 
the hat by Donna and 2 members of 
our school council: Michael Case and 
Hope Tagimuri.  

The winners were:  1st Number 22 
Harrison Gaskin, 2nd Number 96 
Pam Dymond, 3rd Number 97 Rachel 
Tagimuri. Winners are pictured along 
with Michael Case. Thanks to all our 
100 club winners. Merry Christmas! 

As always, we are very grateful to our local community and supporters of Sandside Lodge, for 
the generosity shown. This includes donations of articles and giving up your spare time to help 
out at our events. It means the world to us, so thank you!  
The final total raised from the K2b was £6046.00. Amazing! 
Our Hoad Walk in May raised over £1000, which we shared with St Marys Hospice. Thanks to 
them for the refreshments on the day and to the parents and carers who were able to join us 
on our hike up the hill! 
Project Linus UK presented us with some gorgeous quilts, which the children adore. We 
appreciate the work that has gone into every one of them and thank Linus for gifting them to 
us. Not an easy decision, parting with such beautiful items!  
Unicef were sent a cheque for £36.57 and Children in Need £561.75. 
Finally, our Christmas Fayre raised £2222.11 
and was a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon. 
It’s always lovely to welcome our friends 
and families into school. Several local 
companies donated vouchers to our raffle. 
So thanks to Lakeside & Haverthwaite 
Railways, Crakeside Fish and Chips, The 
Britannia Inn at Pennybridge and Tewitfield 
Marina at Carnforth.  And of course, we had 
the added bonus of having Father 
Christmas here.  Mmmh, nice to see him 
after such a busy year…………….   Thanks 
again to everyone. Merry Christmas! 
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Connishead experiencing new things 





Abbotswood exploring 



Ford Park getting into the festive spirit 



JR-My journey starting my new School  

I started Sandside Lodge School on September 10th 2019.  What I like about the building is the 
wide corridors and the large classrooms. I really like the different sensory activities in many 
rooms, my favourite is the experience room. 

When I first started the new school I was nervous because I was not only new to the school but 
new to the area. I felt lonely because I didn’t know anybody in the school but now I feel 
welcome and I’ve made loads of friends. I now know how to open up and trust adults in school. 

The best part of the school is the teachers want to help you instead of punishing you. They are 
accepting of you and ignore your past. They really know how to deal with special needs. My 
favourite places in the school are the experience room and rebound therapy also I like the 
sensory movement and regulation room. 

AS– Bendrigg Report 

I went to Bendrigg Lodge. We went on the 19.11.19. We went for 2 nights and 3 days. I was in a 
room in the old house with Mollie, Kerry, Courtney and Tabby. I went canoeing, I was a bit 
nervous about doing it but was okay to do it. I liked being with my friends. We went in the slide 
tunnel which was a bit dark and 
scary. I went on the zip-wire, I did 
not enjoy it. We went caving and had 
to go through a small door. I did 
archery and cycling as well. I would 
like to do rock climbing next because 
it will be good and I haven’t done it 
before. I also want to do the 
campfire and the night walk because 
I think it would be fun. 



LEGO 

My name is Amanda Smith I have been specializing in LEGO Therapy 
in school for the past two years. 

Lego therapy is aimed at all ages and a wide  range of complex needs 
and disabilities to develop Limited Attention span, social interaction, 
Communication both verbal and non-verbally and  Building 
confidence. Pupils work together in a team to build a LEGO model but 
each have their own roles of architect, shop keeper and builder to 
achieve a end goal. 

When we first stared LEGO club they all lacked imagination building a 
train from six pieces of LEGO all the same colour but over time learning to listen and 
communicate to each other models became bigger and more complex. To date they have built 
a whole space station A  Zoo complete with a elephant, camel monkey and even a parrot . 

6th Form choose to build a piano, guitar, drum kit and even the stage complete with lights and 
a micro phone all acting out playing each instrument the joy and the sense of achievement 
from all  makes me so proud to support pupils in LEGO therapy . 

Pupils have learnt the skills to socially communicate and turn take making decisions 
independently and in turn their imaginations and confidence has grown to build their own free 
style design ( minions) that were off the scale.  

School Council 

This year we have a new school council with a representative elected by each class. They are a 
lively, chatty, friendly, happy and helpful bunch of students from across the school. 

Some of the things the School Council have been talking about are: 

 Playground equipment (goals, nets etc.); 

 Having a big TV to use in the hall; 

 Wanting to have lockers in the school; 

 Wearing special School Council hoodies to show who they are. 

The School Council want the students to know that they are there if they need anything or 
want to talk about anything and they are always open to new ideas and are very friendly, 
helpful and kind.       

Written by HT (Clerk to the School Council) and MC (Sixth Form School Council representative). 



Bardsea exploring 





Grizedale working hard 





Hoad  

Hoad have enjoyed using our new science and DT rooms this term.  

We have been working and playing hard 

Our next clothes recycle collection will be on the 20th January. 
They accept clean clothes. Paired shoes, bags, swimwear, 
gloves, hats belts and ties. More information in the New Year. 

Thank you for your support. 

Roberts Recycling  



Christmas greetings to you all. At this time of year I like 
to sit back with a little glass of Baileys and a mince pie 
and look at the calendar year that has past. What a 
year it has been! 

We have had some highs and lows and lots in 

between. I am reflecting on the loss of our two 

wonderful students Ben and Katie and the hole they 

have left in the school. We remembered them in the 

summer when many of us did the Keswick to Barrow 

or Coniston to Barrow walk in their memory. We 

received the cheque this term and here’s a picture of a 

few of us with Katie’s mum and some of the walkers. 

The main high this year and this term is obviously 

the move to the new school building and all the 

additional facilities and space it offers us. It is 

incredible! We have had some snagging problems 

along the way, most recently the heating packing 

up due to a leak that was fortunately going 

straight into a drain so didn’t cause any damage. 

We did, however, think we’d have to close the 

school as we couldn’t find it and had no boilers 

working. Luckily it was soon sorted and closure 

averted. The students were none the wiser as they were quite ironically watching Frozen 2 

whilst we at school were frozen too. 

I am so proud of all the students and how well they have settled into the new building and 

change of routines. They have all taken it in their stride and it feels like we have been here 

forever. The old cramped conditions are but a distant memory. Staff have worked hard to 

get all the rooms in use and have been training to support the students in rebound and 

aquatic therapy. We should have the pool and the MILE (Multi Interactive Learning 

Environment) up and running in the New Year. 

Some other highlights are the Grand Gala in September and the Christmas Fayre this 

month. Both were extremely well attended and combined have raised almost £7,000 which 

is incredible. I cannot thank you enough for all your support. Some of the money will go 

towards the additional resources for the pool to make it interactive with lights and sounds. 

The Rotary clubs in the area have been raising funds for this and the Gala Day allowed them 

to reach the total which is amazing! The school council have been very proactive this term 

sharing what students want to see happening in school and have decided to spend the 

school fayre money on student lockers. 

Head Teacher’s Thoughts 



I am sure those of you who have been to the school agree that we are all very lucky and 

from the reports this term it is clear that the students are benefiting immensely from all 

that it offers. I am excited about what the year 2020 has to offer us. 

Have a wonderful festive season – see you next year! 

Farewell and Welcome  

This term we have said ‘Hello!’ to one Karen (Britnell) who joined 

the school as the new Assistant Headteacher. 

Sadly we are now we are saying ‘Goodbye’ to another Karen 

(Brackwell) who is retiring after 30 years at the school.  

I have known Karen since I started at 

Sandside and she has always been 

the fountain of knowledge for 

everything. Whether it be physio 

exercises, adjusting equipment, 

occupational therapy referrals, a 

mummy hug you name it people 

would say ‘go and ask Karen’. I’ve only had the privilege of 

working with Karen for a short time and she has now 

acquired the name of super Gran which she definitely lives 

up to.  

Karen has provided wonderful support for the students and 

staff during her time at Sandside Lodge School. She will be 

missed by everyone and we all hope that she enjoys her retirement but still comes and visits 

us. I can see her now snuggling with her little dog Bailey whilst the rest of us are rushing 

around to get to work on time.  

I’m sure you will all join me in saying a massive thank you to Karen for her 30 years at 

Sandside Lodge. I hope you manage to relax but knowing you will have another project up 

your sleeve!!  

Thank you Karen for everything! 


